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Learning Project Resources  - Web Scraping with Python 

 
 
Topic:  
Our project covered what web scraping is, the ethical implications of it, our program we created 
to showcase web scraping in action, the alternatives available (what a API is), and why you 
should care to know about web scraping moving forward in your career. 
 
Link to video: ​ ​https://vimeo.com/401033968 
 
Resources explained:  
● https://scrapinghub.com/what-is-web-scraping/ 

○ The general definition was paraphrased from this useful website and some of the 
information it provided was quoted in the notes of the slides. Such as how we 
perform the function of web scraping everyday by copying and pasting. This 
website explained how to use web scraping in a way that anyone can comprehend. 

● https://www.octoparse.com/blog/what-is-web-scraping 
○ The benefits of knowing how and why to web scrape were inspired by or 

paraphrased from this website which also clearly defines what web scraping is. A 
graphic was used from this website and a caption with the hyperlink was provided 
under the image. 

● https://www.promptcloud.com/blog/web-scraping-better-alternative-to-api/ 
○ The statistics as to why web scraping is better than an API scraper and why 

people still used the API alternative were pulled from this site. A paraphrase was 
used when describing the situation when talking about why the alternatives were 
used.  

● https://www.saashub.com/scraper-api-alternatives 
○ SAAS hub was used when finding the API alternatives. We used their rankings 

and their lists when looking for applications we  wanted to talk about. Along with 
using their rankings, we paraphrased what they had said about what the 
applications were used for and what made them effective 

● https://github.com/jtkiley/text_seminar/blob/master/notebooks/3a_retrieval1.ipynb 
○ GitHub is a great resource for any person learning to code. Our professor 

provided this resource to us to help us get a basic understanding of how to web 
scrape and the logic behind it.  
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● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E5cSNSeBhjw 
○ This simple 30 minute video showcased the basics of creating a web scraping 

program using PyCharm ,importing libraries (BeautifulSoup and Requests), and 
some of the syntax logic behind creating your first program. It was the first video 
that we found that made sense and was easy to follow along.  

● https://towardsdatascience.com/how-to-web-scrape-with-python-in-4-minutes-bc49186a8
460 
○ Using the information taught in the above video, we combined using PyCharm 

while following this guide to scrape the new york MTA website. Everything is 
also explained very easily like the previous sources. It is essential to understand 
how to install python and the libraries necessary beforehand because the article 
does not show you how to do that. It is assumed you have a basic understanding 
of python. We recommend you follow the video and use the github resource first 
before jumping into this tutorial.  

Programs used:  
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